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Human
Rights

Human Rights in International Politics: 
An Introduction 
Franke Wilmer

T his comprehensive introduction to the study
of human rights in international politics

blends concrete developments with theoretical
inquiry, illuminating both in the process.

Franke Wilmer presents the nuts and bolts
of human rights concepts, actors, and imple-
mentation before grappling with issues ranging
from war and genocide to social and economic
needs to racial and religious discrimination. Two
themes—the tension between values and inter-
ests, and the role of the state as both a protector
of human rights and a perpetrator of human
rights violations—are reflected throughout the
text. The result is a clear, accessible exposition
of the evolution of international human rights,
as well as the challenges that those rights pose,
in the context of the state system.

Franke Wilmer is professor of political
science and international relations at Montana 
State University.

C O N T E N T S  
• Introduction. 
WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS?
• Human Rights: Concepts and Theories. 
• Human Rights in Historical Context. 

• Are Human Rights Universal? 
ACTORS AND IMPLEMENTATION. 
• Human Rights and the State. 
• Implementation and Enforcement. 
• The Role of Nonstate Actors. 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES. 
• Genocide. 
• The Laws of War. 
• Civil Liberties and Political Rights. 
• Civil Rights and Identity Politics. 
• Women’s Rights. 
• Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. 
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
• The Future of International Human Rights. 
• What Can I Do?

2015/427 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-149-1 pb $35/£26.95

Australia: A$53.90

www.r ienner. com  • 1

OPEN ACCESS
Interested in publishing your book in an Open Access (OA) 
format, making it freely available? If you would like to discuss
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Exploring International Human Rights: 
Essential Readings
Rhonda L. Callaway and Julie Harrelson-Stephens, editors

T his comprehensive reader has been
carefully designed to enhance stu-

dents’ understanding not only of
human rights, but also of differing
perspectives on the topic.

Rhonda L. Callaway is associate
professor of political science at Sam
Houston State University. Julie

Harrelson-Stephens is associate professor of
political science at Stephen F. Austin University.

PA R T I A L  C O N T E N T S  
WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS? 
• What Are Human Rights?—the Editors. 
• What Future for Economic and Social Rights?

—D. Beetham. 
• Basic Rights—H. Shue. 
• The Philosophical Foundations of Human Rights

—J.J. Shestack. 
• MEASURING HUMAN RIGHTS. 
• The Limitations of Using Quantitative Data in

Studying Human Rights Abuses—R.J. Goldstein. 
• The Political Terror Scale

—M. Gibney and M. Dalton. 
• Using the Physical Quality of Life Index to

Explore the Level of Subsistence Rights
—W.T. Milner and R.L. Callaway. 

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND ORGANIZATIONS

IN THE FIGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 
• The Normative and Institutional Evolution of

International Human Rights—T. Buergenthal. 
• The ICC Controversy—R.W. Tucker. 
• Refugee Flows as Grounds for International

Action—A. Dowty and G. Loescher. 
• Advocacy Networks in International Politics

—M.E. Keck and K. Sikkink. 
ARE HUMAN RIGHTS UNIVERSAL? 
• The Rhetoric of Asian Values—R.L. Callaway. 
• Relativism and Universalism in Human Rights: 

The Case of the Islamic Middle East—F. Halliday. 
• American Muslims and a Meaningful Human

Rights Discourse in the Aftermath of September
11, 2001—I.Z. Shakir. 

• Africanist Perspectives on Cultural Relativism in
the Human Rights Discourse—B. Ibhawoh. 

WITNESS TO TORTURE. 
• Auschwitz: A Doctor’s Eyewitness Account

—M. Nyiszli. 
• A Cambodian Odyssey—H. Ngor. 
• One Day in My Life—B. Sands. 
• The Tenth Circle of Hell—R. Hukanoviç. 
• Machete Season—J. Hatzfeld. 
GENDER-BASED REPRESSION. 
• New Slavery in the Global Economy—K. Bales. 
• Rights of Women Within Islamic Communities

—R. Hassan. 
• Female Circumcision Comes to America

—L. Burstyn. 
CHILDREN AS TARGETS. 
• Child Labor as a Human Rights Issue

—Z.F.K. Arat.
• Child Marriage in Afghanistan and Pakistan

—A. Bushnell. 
• Child Slaves in Modern India—L. Tucker. 
• The Sex Trade Industry’s Worldwide Exploitation

of Children—R.B. Flowers. 
• The Political Economy of War-Affected Children

—S. Hick. 
GLOBALIZATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 
• Achieving Human Rights: The Globalization

Debate—J. Harrelson-Stephens. 
• The Tragedy of Tauccamarca: A Human Rights

Perspective on the Pesticide Poisoning Deaths of
24 Children in the Peruvian Andes—E. Rosenthal. 

• The Outsourcing of Human Rights Abuses
—N. Gordon. 

• The Singer Solution to Poverty—P. Singer. 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WAR ON TERROR. 
• Human Rights Violations as a Catalyst for

Terrorist Activity—the Editors. 
• US Interrogation of Prisoners in the War on

Terror—E. Massimino. 
• Human Rights Post–September 11

—J. Mertus and T. Sajjad.

2007/303 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-58826-437-4 pb $28.50/£22.50

Australia: A$44
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Debating Human Rights
Daniel P.L. Chong

“An excellent, concise summary of today’s most debated human rights topics.”
—Elise Carlson-Rainer, E-International Relations

“An accessible and thought-provoking discussion of the key controversies.”
—Gillian McFadyen, International Journal

“Excellent.... A thoughtful, up-to-date, evenhanded guide for the study of human
rights. Highly recommended.” —Choice

E ven as human rights provide the most widely
shared moral language of our time, they also

spark highly contested debates among scholars
and policymakers. When should states protect
human rights? Does the global war on terror
necessitate the violation of some rights? Are
food, housing, and health care valid human
rights? Debating Human Rights introduces 
the theory and practice of international human
rights by examining fourteen controversies in
the field.

Daniel Chong presents the major arguments
on both sides of each debate, encouraging read-
ers to think critically and form their own opin-
ions. Designed for classroom use, the structure
of the book makes it easy for students to become
familiar with the major political and legal actors
in the global human rights system and to under-
stand the practical challenges of protecting civil,
political, social, and economic rights.

Daniel P.L. Chong is assistant professor
of political science at Rollins College.

C O N T E N T S  
• The History and Philosophy of Human Rights. 
THE GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM. 
• When Should States Protect Human Rights? 
• How Can Western States Promote Human Rights

in China? 

• Is the United Nations Human Rights
Council Effective? 

• Does the International Community Have a
“Responsibility to Protect”? 

• Should the United States Join the International
Criminal Court? 

• How Should Violators Be Held Accountable? 
CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. 
• Does the War on Terrorism Require Restriction 

of Rights? 
• Are There Limits to Freedom of Speech? 
• Do Women Have the Right to Choose? 
• Is Female Circumcision a Violation of 

Human Rights? 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS. 
• Are Food, Housing, and Health Care 

Human Rights? 
• Do Transnational Corporations Violate 

Human Rights? 
• Does the Right to Health Justify a Violation 

of Property Rights? 
• Do Wealthy States Have an Obligation to 

Give Foreign Aid? 
CONCLUSION. 
• Advancing Human Rights Through Debate.

2014/277 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-047-0 pb $26/£20.50

Australia: A$40.70
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“An important contribution to the debate on
human rights.... well written and accessible.”

—Neil Stammers, University of Essex

“Both interesting and thought-provoking....
This timely text explores the impact of a global-
ized economy on the future of the human rights
regime.” —Rhonda Callaway, 

Sam Houston State University

T ony Evans critically investigates the theory and
practice of human rights in the current global order.

Evans covers a range of contentious debates as
he considers critiques of the prevailing conceptions
of human rights. He then explores the changing
global context of human rights issues, the nature 
and status of human rights within that context, and
recent institutional responses. With its emphasis on

Human Rights in the Global Political Economy: 
Critical Processes
Tony Evans

policy and process, his book offers a rich
analysis of the politics of today’s human 
rights regime.

Tony Evans is professor of global politics
at Winchester University. 

C O N T E N T S

Introduction • The Idea of Human Rights in the Global
Political Economy • Challenging the Idea of Human
Rights • Non-Western Concepts of Human Rights and
Dignity • Human Rights in Corporate and Multilateral
Organizations • States, Sovereignty, and Human Rights 
• International Institutions for the Protection of Human
Rights • Human Rights as Resistance to the Global
Political Economy • Human Rights as Political Process.

2011/232 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-58826-750-4 pb $26.50/£20.95

Australia: A$41.80

“An important and challenging book for
Middle East and human rights scholars.”

—Turan Kayaoglu, Muslim World Book Review

“Powerfully demonstrating the direct 
relevance of human rights for the historic
tremors of the Arab Spring, this intelligent

and well-informed study makes for stimulating
reading.... Chase has produced a thought-
provoking and eminently readable account.”

—Ann Elizabeth Mayer, 
International Journal of Middle East Studies

D o human rights inform the nature of politics in
the Muslim world today? If so, how? And perhaps

more fundamentally, why? Linking these questions
in a provocative way, Anthony Tirado Chase persua-
sively rejects popular arguments that there is an
incompatibility between human rights and Islam.

Chase uses a range of local developments as 
his point of departure, in the process stressing the
importance of focusing on the diverse Muslim world

Human Rights, Revolution, and Reform 
in the Muslim World
Anthony Tirado Chase

rather than on one of its parts. He carefully supports
his assertions with examples from contentious “on
the ground” debates. Adopting a comprehensive
view of human rights, he offers a fresh take on the
debates over democracy, free expression, and social
rights in Muslim-majority states, as well as on the
role of movements within those states in shaping
what constitutes global human rights.

Anthony Tirado Chase is associate professor of
diplomacy and world affairs at Occidental College.

C O N T E N T S

Human Rights in the Muslim World • A Selective History
• The Transnational Context • Human Rights: From Abstrac-
tion to Reality • An Antifoundational Understanding of
Human Rights • Political Rights: Democracy and Free
Expression • Social Rights: Sexual Orientation • Human
Rights, Revolution, and Reform in the Muslim World.

2012/225 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-801-3 hc $25/£19.95

Australia: A$38.50
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“Anyone who teaches about contemporary
human rights issues will want this book on
their shelf, at ready reach.” —Susan Waltz, 

University of Michigan

A conceptually sophisticated, but accessible,
discussion of the role and responsibility of

nonstate actors with regard to the violation,
promotion, and protection of human rights.

George Andreopoulous is professor of political
science at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice.
Zehra F. Kabasakal Arat is professor of political
science at the University of Connecticut. Peter
Juviler is professor emeritus of political 
science at Barnard College.

PA R T I A L  C O N T E N T S  

Looking Beyond the State But Not Ignoring It—Z.F.K.
Arat • Human Rights and Non-State Actors—M. Goodhart
• CORPORATE ACTORS • Corporate Codes of Conduct and

Non-State Actors in the Human Rights Universe
George Andreopoulous, Zehra F. Kabasakal Arat, and Peter Juviler, editors

Empowerment from Below—R. Braun and J. Gearhart •
Multinational Corporations as Non-State Actors in the
Human Rights Arena—J.L. Gunderson • Royal Dutch
Shell: How Deep the Changes?—J. Paul Martin • CONFLICT

SITUATIONS • Global Civil Society Actors and 9/11—R. Falk
• On the Accountability of Non-State Armed Groups—G.J.
Andreopoulous • BIO-ETHICS AND MEDICINE • The Genetic
Revolution and Human Rights—P. Juviler • Affordable and
Accessible Drugs for Developing Countries—R. Macklin •
Prior Agreements in International Clinical Trials—A. Page
• CULTURAL FORCES AND INSTITUTIONAL CHALLENGES • The
News Media in the Arena of Human Rights—A. Nelson •
The Challenge of Slavery—K. Bales • Welfare Reform,
Black Women, and Non-State Violators—D. Davis •
Religious Freedom in Europe—W. Fautré • CONCLUSION

• Rethinking the Human Rights Universe—the Editors.

2006/352 pages
ISBN: 978-1-56549-213-4 pb $32.50/£25.95
A Kumarian Press Book Australia: A$50.60
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